
UNDERSTANDING OUR PAST – DUFTON 23 March 2019 

The purpose of the conference is to describe the results and research processes used to unearth the history and 

heritage of Dufton, particularly of its church. The conference will be based at Dufton Village Hall and will include a field 

visit to the church and its surrounding area. There will be opportunities to hear about and help develop the results of 

work carried out so far will allow participants access to materials and internet sites which may help you to research 

your own community.  

Looking at maps of Dufton in times past it is impossible not to be aware that the layout of the village and its 

surrounding fields has changed little over the centuries. The same footprints have been used to provide the 

foundations of the buildings and superficially it is difficult to spot the changes. 

The church, dedicated to St Cuthbert, is located in open country about a mile from the village green along a narrow 

winding lane. Over time this has ben the place where local people were baptised, got married and were buried.  There 

is little on the outside to indicate the age or original style of the building. Nikolous Pevsner records the nave and 

chancel as being made of ‘old masonry’. He mentions a carved figure, ‘badly preserved, incorporated in the south 

wall’. He asks ‘could it be Anglo Saxon?’ He is more definite in stating that the west tower is of 1784, which could also 

be the date of the stonework of the windows, and possibly of the glass ‘lozenges in strong primary colours, by Faucet 

of Appleby.’ Is he correct in his assertions? 

St Cuthbert is well known in the north of England. The shepherd boy who became Abbot of Lindisfarne, then a hermit 

and, many years after his death, was sufficiently revered by the monks of Lindisfarne for them to exhume his coffin to 

prevent it being destroyed by Viking raids. For over 100 years they and their successors carried the coffin around the 

north of England, staying at various places before finally coming to rest in Durham. Many of the places associated with 

this journey came to bear the name of Cuthbert and can be shown to date back to the Anglo Saxon period. Dufton 

church’s curved graveyard wall suggests a Saxon origin.  

Much less is known of the saint who was born and brought up in Dufton and who became one of the 40 Martyrs of 

England and Wales. He was martyred at Durham and canonised in 1970 by Pope Paul VI. St John Boste is 

remembered mainly in the north east of England where there are schools, churches and a youth club bearing his 

name. He certainly lived in Dufton as a boy while he attended Appleby Grammar School and returned to the area 

when he taught at the school having studied at Queens College Oxford.  

These snippets of information have intrigued residents of Dufton for many years. Some elements of the stories have 

become accepted fact. There are, however, many other aspects which remain hidden. How did the Rector in 1784 

encourage the villagers to contribute to the rebuilding of the church? Did this work include the Tower? The Rectory 

which stands below the church, bears the datestone 1821, and the name of Revd Heelis, a name associated with 

another part of Cumbria, at Far Sawrey. Is there a connection? There are reports that the church was refurbished in 

1853. How was sufficient money raised for this to be completed; and what was done?  

At a time when the church is again in need of refurbishment how did the rectors in those far off times raise the funds to 

restore and preserve the fabric of the building? Who were the villagers who contributed and what was the social 

structure of Dufton over the years which generated enough wealth to support the work?  

Some work has been done which begins to provide answers, some surprising, to these and other questions. This work 

will be shown at a conference and workshop which is planned for Saturday 23
rd

 March 2019. This is not the end of the 

research, much more is to be done but it is a suitable time to draw together the work to date, and to begin to identify 

questions for the future.  

For details of the conference, which will cost participants who wish to book a place a nominal £5 (non-returnable) to 

cover expenses, please contact: 

Gillian Bryan, gillianbryan3545@aol.com 

 

For information about the research please contact:  

Shelagh Endres, kmendres@tiscali.co.uk 

David Carter, d.carter2011@gmail.com 
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